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States with Publicly-Funded Elections

January 30, 2007

North Carolina – Judicial Elections:

· In 2004, 12 out of 16 judicial candidates opted to use clean election funds.  Four of the five winning judges were clean election participants.

· In 2006, 8 out of the 12 candidates opted to use clean election funds.  Four of the five winning judges were clean election participants.

· The NC Center for Voter Education polling found 75 percent of voters in favor of clean elections. 

· Funding comes from a surcharge on attorney’s annual bar fees and from a voluntary contribution on state income taxes.

For more information and statistics, please contact Chris Haggerty, Executive Director, NCjudges.org, part of the NC Voter Owned Elections at (919)839-1200.

Arizona – All State Offices


Rep. Ed Ableser, 480-343-1602  

· In 2006, 59 percent of eligible candidates opted to use the clean elections system. 

· 9 of 11 state officials were elected using the system, including the Governor, Secretary of State and Attorney General.  In addition to the 15 legislators already in the legislature who had used the system to get elected, 38 of 90 new legislators won this year using the system. 

· Voter turnout has increased due to clean elections. Of the people who understood what clean elections are, 85 percent said that it was important to the state.  Clean elections popularity is polled every year by the state commission. 

· Funding comes from a surcharge on criminal and civil fines.  

For more information, please contact Eric Ehst at the Arizona Clean Elections Institute at 602-840-6633 or eric@azclean.org.

Maine – All State Offices


Rep. Linda Valentino, 207-282-5227  or











           205-0077

· In 2006 in the general election for state legislators, 72 percent of Republicans and 92 percent of Democrats opted to run with public funds (up from 31 percent in 1998, the first year).  

· 84 percent of the election winners were clean elections candidates.  

· Participation in the program has built every year.  

· Funding comes from a number of sources, including the state’s general fund.  

For more information, please contact Ann Luther, co-chair of the Maine Citizens for Clean Elections at (207) 664-0696) or lwvme@gwi.net.
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